
This Year...
You are invited to learn more about the 

Indigenous people who were the first to call Illinois home

Compiled and offered by the Land and Name
Acknowledgement Task Force of Blackhawk Presbytery 

 Apple River Fort and other 1832 Blackhawk War sites1.
2-3. Black Hawk State Historic Site & Hauberg Museum:     
Saukenuk village was home to Black Hawk and his tribe

6. Dunleith Mounds / Gramercy Park: E. Dubuque: 20 mounds, trails & markers
7. Albany Mounds Historic Site: Important archaeological site

4. Thomson Causeway: Woodland Indian Mound

8. Sinnissippi Mounds, Sterling Parks: Mound group located at a 2000-year old
trading crossroads

10. Cahokia Mounds: Largest prehistoric settlement north of Mexico, with mounds and
interpretive center (check for renovation status)

9. Mitchell Museum of the American Indian, Evanston: A hands-on, family-friendly
education center.

11. Dickson Mounds State Museum: Important archaeological site. Culturally sensitive
reinterpretation efforts ongoing (see The Repatriation Project)

5. Casper Bluff Land & Water Reserve: Thunderbird Effigy Mound

12. Piney Creek Ravine Nature Preserve: Petroglyphs (rock art)
13. Millstone Bluff Archaeological Area: Petroglyphs and evidence of a
village and burial grounds

Please find this guide, links and more information at 
blackhawkpresbytery.org/land-and-name-acknowledgement/

14. Trail of Tears National Historic Trail: In the winter of 1838-1839, thousands of
Cherokee suffered and died in IL during this forced migration

Discovery Guide

https://www.appleriverfort.org/
https://blackhawkpark.org/
https://dnr.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dnr/naturalresources/cultural/documents/dunleithmounds.pdf
https://dnrhistoric.illinois.gov/experience/sites/site.albany-mounds.html
https://thomsonil.com/accommodation/thomson-causeway/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinnissippi_Mounds
https://cahokiamounds.org/
https://mitchellmuseum.org/
https://www.illinoisstatemuseum.org/welcome-dickson-mounds.html
https://www.propublica.org/article/repatriation-nagpra-museums-dickson-mounds-museum
https://jdcf.org/our-preserves/casper-bluff-land-water-preserve-2/
https://icl.coop/shadows-of-the-past/
https://icl.coop/shadows-of-the-past/
https://www.nps.gov/trte/index.htm


Discovery Guide
to Native American Sites in Illinois

Blackhawk Presbyterians are encouraged to educate themselves
about the history of our land and our name, and to honor that history
and the Indigenous people who lived here before us. 

May we recognize and acknowledge that throughout the last several
centuries, the rights of Native Americans were severely abused by
both church and state. This history has had lasting implications.
Beginning with knowledge and confession, may we seek paths of
reconciliation with the living descendants of Indigenous peoples.

Note: This is not an all-inclusive list of sites


